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December 17, 2025

The Right Honourable Mark Carney
Office of the Prime Minister

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON KIA 0A2

Dear Prime Minister:

Re: Support Resolution

On behalf of the Council of the Township of Nairn and Hyman, I am writing to formally
convey Council's support for recent federal measures aimed at stabilizing and

strengthening Canada's steel and softwood lumber sectors.

As a small Northern Ontario municipality whose economy is closely tied to the continued

operation of Interior, a local softwood lumber mill, Council is increasingly concerned that

ongoing trade pressures and market uncertainty are placing added strain on the long-
term viability of this key employer. Arty reduction in operations or a potential closure

would have significant and lasting consequences for local employment, municipal
revenues, and the overall economic and social wellbeing of our community.

In this context, and in response to the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities'
November 26, 2025 media release, Council adopted the enclosed resolution at their

meeting of December 8, 2025:

SUPPORT FOR STEEL AND LUMBER SECTORS

RESOLUTION # 2025-14-247

MOVED BY: Karen Richter

SECONDED BY: Wayne Austin

WHEREAS the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) has issued a

media release dated November 26, 2025, welcoming the Government of Canada's new

measures to support the steel and softwood lumber sectors in response to ongoing U.S.

tariff pressures; and

WHEREAS the federal actions — including strengthened protections for domestic

producers, expanded financial supports, and increased incentives to utilize Canadian

steel and lumber in federal infrastructure and housing projects —represent important
steps in stabilizing industries that are vital to Northern Ontario's economy; and

WHEREAS municipalities across the North continue to experience the economic

impacts of industry closures, including the recent shutdown of Domtar a pulp and paper
mill in the neighboring Town of Espanola, which has demonstrated the vulnerability of

resource - dependent communities and the need for coordinated intergovernmental
support; and



WHEREAS the Township of Nairn and Hyman recognizes the significant role of Interior,
our local soft -wood lumber mill, as a major employer and economic anchor in our

region, and further recognizes that any threat to its continued operation would have

devastating consequences for workers, families, and local businesses; and

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has a shared responsibility to ensure the long-term
sustainability of the forestry, lumber, and steel sectors, which are foundational to the

economic wellbeing of Northern and rural communities;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council of the Township of Nairn and

Hyman commends the Government of Canada for its leadership and for implementing
substantial measures to support Canada's steel and softwood lumber industries during
this period of trade volatility; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Council respectfully urges the Government of

Ontario to introduce additional financial, regulatory, and policy -based supports to ensure

that Ontario's steel, forestry, and lumber sectors remain competitive, resilient, and able

to withstand ongoing international trade pressures; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Council specifically calls upon the Province of

Ontario to work directly with industry stakeholders, including municipalities and major
employers such as Interior, to create programs and investments that will help protect
jobs, maintain production capacity, and support long-term industry growth in Northern

Ontario; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Prime

Minister of Canada, the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Natural Resources and

Forestry, the Minister of Northern Development, F0NOM, MP Jim Belanger, MPP Bill

Rosenberg and all Ontario Municipalities.

CARRIED

CAO Clerk - Treasurer
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cc: Premier of Ontario

Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry
Minister of Northern Development
FON0M

MP Hon. Jim Belanger
MPP Hon. Bill Rosenberg
All Ontario Municipalities



FONOM
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 26, 2025

FONOM Welcomes Federal Support for Steel and Lumber Sectors

Impacted by U.S. Tariffs

Northeastern Ontario — The Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) welcomes

today's announcement by Prime Minister Mark Carney outlining new federal measures to support
Canada's steel and softwood lumber industries, which continue to face unprecedented challenges
due to aggressive U.S. tariff actions.

The federal plan includes strengthened protections for domestic producers, expanded financial

supports for companies facing liquidity pressures, and new incentives to increase the use of

Canadian steel and lumber in national infrastructure and housing projects. These measures aim to

stabilize sectors vital to the economies of many Northern Ontario communities.

Prime Minister Carney announced that Canada will significantly tighten tariff rate quotas on foreign
steel imports, opening an estimated $$ 50 million in domestic demand for Canadian producers. In
addition, the federal government is allocating $ 500 million in new financing for softwood lumber

firms, paired with a further $ 500 million expansion of the Business Development Bank of

Canada's softwood guarantee program.

FONOM is encouraged by the federal government's recognition of the pressures facing Northern

resource - based communities, where steel and lumber operations support thousands of jobs and

anchor local economies.

These measures acknowledge what Northern Ontario has long understood — that our steel

and lumber sectors are national economic pillars," said FONOM President Dave Plourde

U.S.. tariffs continue to destabilize communities across the North, and today's announcement

provides needed tools to help our workers and industries adapt, compete, and grow."

FONOM also welcomes the federal commitment to reduce interprovincial freight rates by 50 per
cent for steel and lumber shipments beginning next spring. Lower transportation costs will help
Northern producers access new domestic markets and move product efficiently while north -south

trade remains constrained.

As part of the plan, the federal government will also advance the Buy Canadian Policy, ensuring
that major defence, construction, and infrastructure projects prioritize Canadian steel, aluminum,
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and wood products. This aligns strongly with FONOM's longstanding advocacy for procurement

policies that support Canadian jobs and supply chains.

Keeping Canadian dollars working in Canada is essential," added the President. " These steps will

create

l

new demand for made -in -Canada materials while helping stabilize communities affected by
unpredictable U.S. trade actions."

FONOM looks forward to continued collaboration with federal officials to ensure the timely rollout

of these programs, and to ensure that Northern Ontario municipalities and industries can fully
benefit from the measures announced today.

Media Contact:

Dave Plourde, President

Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities ( FONOM)
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