Prince Edward-Lennox & Addington Social Services
95 Advance Avenue

Napanee, ON K7R 3Y5

Tel 613-354-0957 | Fax 613-354-1224

Toll Free 1-866-354-0957

April 10, 2025

Re: Ontario Works Financial Assistance Rates

Please be advised that the Prince Edward-Lennox and Addington Social Services Committee, at its
meeting held on April 10, 2025, approved the following resolution:

WHEREAS poverty is taking a devastating toll on communities, undermining a healthy and
prosperous Ontario, with people in receipt of Ontario Works and Ontario Disability Support Program
being disproportionately impacted;

AND WHEREAS the cost of food, housing, medicine, and other essential items have outpaced the
highest inflation rates seen in a generation;

AND WHEREAS people in need of social assistance have been legislated into poverty, housing
insecurity, hunger, poorer health, their motives questioned, and their dignity undermined;

AND WHEREAS Ontario Works (OW) Financial Assistance rates have been frozen since 2018 ($733
per month);

AND WHEREAS Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) benefit rates have been increased by
6.5 percent as of July 2023 and another 4.5% as of July 2024 to keep up with inflation, however even
with the increase, ODSP rates still fall significantly below the disability-adjusted poverty line ($3,091
per month);

AND WHEREAS OW and ODSP rates do not provide sufficient income for a basic standard of living
and, as a result, hundreds of thousands of people across Ontario who rely on these programs live in
poverty;

AND WHEREAS designated Service Managers are doing their part, but do not have the resources,
capacity, or tools to provide the necessary income and health related supports to people experiencing
poverty; and

AND WHEREAS leadership and urgent action is needed from the Provincial Government to
immediately develop, resource, and implement a comprehensive plan to address the rising levels of
poverty in Ontario, in particular for those on Ontario Works and Ontario Disability Support Programs;
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Prince Edward-Lennox & Addington Committee
requests the Provincial Government to urgently:

1. Increase Ontario Works rates to match the ODSP rate increases that have already been made
and be indexed to inflation;

2. Commit to ongoing cost of living increases above and beyond the rate of inflation to make up
for the years they were frozen;

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Minister of Children, Community, and
Social Services, the Minister of Health, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Association
of Municipalities of Ontario, the Ontario Municipal Social Services Association, and all Ontario
Municipalities.

Regards,

Sam Branderhorst
Signed with ConsignO Cloud (2025/04/11)
Verify with verifio.com or Adobe Reader.

Sam Branderhorst, Chair
Prince Edward-Lennox and Addington Social Services Committee

Cc: Minister of Children, Community, and Social Services
Minister of Health
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Association of Municipalities of Ontario
Ontario Municipal Social Services Association
All Ontario Municipalities
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